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New York Openings This iiecek 


Nina-Royale, 12/5/51. John Ce. Wilson and 1i.M.onnent, Ltde present Samel Tay- 
lor's adaptation of French comedy hit by Andre xoussin. starring Gloria Swanson, 
David Niven, anc Alan wWebt, directed by Gregory Ratoff...The Constant Wife-National, 
12/8/51. Katherine Cornell presents and stars in Somerset Maugham's comedy.» John 
Emery, Gertrude 'lusgrove, Sva Leonard Boyne and Claude Horton are featured, staged 
by Guthrie McClintic. 


Digests of Current Reviews -- more on Page 3 


Gigi-Fulton, 11/24/51. Rave notices for now star Audrey Hepburn, and split no- 
vices for Gilbert Miller's production of Colette's novel adapted by anita Loos. 
Young Miss Hepburn wes billed as the charmingest dish yet presented to America by 
England; Atkinson, Times, stating that she should be interned and trapped into ap- 
peering in a botter playe Herald Tribune, News, Journal American, Newark News, LI 
Press end Brooklyn Hagle reviewers found the production utterly French end utterly 
delightful. Cathlcen Nesbitt, Josephins Brovm end Michael vans were termed perfect, 
with dircction of Raymond Rouleau end beautiful sets by Raymond Sovey sharing the 
honorse Between ect curtains drew special raves. sut dissenters doubted if script 
or direction had er~wgh life betveon the few charming sconesy Coleman, Mirror, is 
sure it is too thin and pallid for American testes; while Pollock, Compass, noted 
thet Loos' dialogue couldn't duplicate the color in the setse Several noted that 
original, a Paris hit sc = play, novel ad picture, was probably better in spirit. 
Watts, Post, coriplained that the director at times secmed to let the actors get out 
of hand- Chapman, News, ou the other hand praised it as a charming fairy tale with 
verfect jobs in cll dopcrtments. 


Paint Your ,iagou-Shubort, 11/12/51. Six mild pros, one rave and one con filed 
vy weekly critics on Cheryl Crawford's new msical written by Alan Jay Lerner and 
Frederick Locwe.e All considered score tops, though book wes billed as less interest- 
ing than work turned out before by "Brigadoon" team. James Barton, Olga San Juan 
end Tony Bavear drew top honors, together with sgnos de Mille dances, Oliver Smith's 
sets and Motley's costumes. Times end Newsweek critics praised show, but feared that 
authors had treded extensive resesrch on Gold Rush for original wit in the script. 
Gibbs, New Yorker, olso on the pro side, thousht the bool: was ad lib. Host apreed 
with Francis, Billboard, who found show perfect when sarton was on stagc, but lacking 
in luster when he was off. Hobe, Variety, panned show for being heavy, overlong ond 
progressively exhausting. Trade papers doubted if show vould win back its investment. 
Gabricl, Cue, filed the rave praising everything and everybody. In spite of dancers 
and male singers working overtime, George Jean Nathan okayed the project. 


Out of Tovm Reviews 


Theatre Guild production of John Patrick's comedy starring Leo Ge Carroll Lo ond 
Behold has all the ingredients of a robust leugh-getter, Hck, Varioty, commented artor 
Hertford opening. Injection of sturdier laugh lines plus a more enimated porformance 
by star will insure its success, he feels. Lee Grant and Jeffrey Lynn also rated 
pleudits. Play scheduled to open in NY on Decomber 12th. 


News & Notes 


Saint Joan had to cancel one performance because hycraulic mechcnism which lifts 
heavy curtain would not work...Collier's doing picture article on Ward Morehouse, JT&S. 


le NY Times 

2e NY Herald Tribune 
Se NY News 

4. NY Mirror 

5e NY Compass 

66 NY Post 

7e NY Journal American 
8e NY World Tele-Sun 
9- Brooklyn Eagle 
10. LI Press 

1l. Newark News 


12. ChreScience Monitor WCBS Leonard 


13. Journal of Commerce 246 Commonweal 

14. Morning Telegraph=W "DR 25. Cue 

15. Ward Morehouse 266 Nation 

16. George Jean Nathan 27. New Leader-WEVD 
17. Wall Street Journal 28. New Republic 
18. Women's Wear 29. Newsweek 

19. Billboard 30. New Yorker 

20. Variety 31. Park East 

21. Critical Digest 32. Saturday Review 
22. Theatre Arts 53~- Time 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50 
BAGELS AND YOX-9/12/51 
CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 
FAITHFULLY YOURS-10/18/5}, 
THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 
GLAD TIDINGS-10/11/51 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 
THE NUMBER-10/30/51 

PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN-10/3/51 
SAINT JOAN-10/4/51 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51 
TWO ON THE AISLE-7/19/51 


Con: 
None: 10-14—21-26. So-So: 3l.e 

Con: 
None: 
Con: 19=22=26-28. So-So: 3.6 

None: 10-14=-21-23. 

Con: 1 thru 10-12-15-18-20-21-22=25-29=30-33. 
None: 

Con: 

None: 

Con; 
None: 

Con: 26. None: 10-21. 

Con: 266 None: 10=21=-22-24. 

Con: 16-22. None: 10=21-26.32. 

Con: 

None; 

Con: 2=-6—7-15=23. 

None: 12-13-14-16 thru 22-24 thru 33. 

Con: 1-7-16-18-21-24=26-30-33. 

None: 

None: 

Con: 2-4=6-15=23-24-32-33~ 

Con: 330 None: 5=9-10-11=-21-24-26-27-28. So-So: 25. 
Con: None: 10-21-22. So-So:; 3. 
Con: 6=7-27. None: 12-16-22-24-26-28-31-32. 

Con: None: 10-15-21-22. 
Con: 2~3-26. None: 


George Bernard Shaw's letters to Mrs. Pat Campbell and hers to him will be edited 
by British critic Alan Dent and published next year by Knopf..."Remains To Be Seen" to 
be published by Random House...Harpers is publishing musical version of "A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn"..."Show Biz" now in third printing, with Joe Laurie, Jre appearing on 
all the TV end radio interview and quiz shows. 


' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' | 
t Book Notes ' 
: 


ANTI-PRESS AGENT...Unusual aspect of critics versus artist battle brought up by Sobol, 
Journal American, who filed grievances against certain kinds of theatre press 
agents. He objects to the literary type who does business, when he has a suc- 
cess, through his underlings. smother, who hates columnists, seats them far 
back on opening night. While a third would bar all but first string critics if 
he were a producer. Press agents will have a chance to answer in forthcoming 
"CD" exclusive interviews. 


CAPSULE CRITIQUES...Latest batch of pun-filled titles from Phillips, WT&S, includes: 
Love and Let Love - "Affairs of Ginger"...Barefoot in Athens - "Call Me Socrates" 
eeePaint Your Wagon - “"Poke-la-Homa"...Two on the Aisle - "Burt Capades." 


WINCHELL SAYS..-Barefoot in Athens producer blames Atkinson, Times, for killing 
Anderson show...Robert Garland will retire from Journal American due to ill 
health, and John McClain will be named critic December 10th after his honeymoon. 


"LIFE" ON THE PAN---Picture magazine's "200 Years of American Theatre" was panned by 
three writers. Morehouse, WI&S, considered it a disservice to NY and the Ameri- 
can theatre for its skimpy, patronizing and absurd text which was inaccurate 
and shockingly inept...Durling, Journal American, doubted if Fontanne, Cornell 
and Hayes are really the "three great ladies of the theatre," as they are billed 
on "Life" cover. Jessica Tandy isn't as much of a type as those named, he sug- 
gestede..eWinchell noted that listing of theatre's great didn't include Flo 
Ziegfeld. 


THEATRE EATING...On stage eating, particularly in the opening scenes, is Chapman, 
News, pet peeve for the season, he informed his three cent theatre class. As he 
has had his dinner, he finds no interest in watching others indulge. In fact he 
finds the human being most repellent when he is eating. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS-..ANTA should encourage such experimental groups as The Craftsmen, 
who presented Desire Under the Elms, states Coleman, Mirrore At present ANTA 
plans to force group to forget about commercial run of O'Neill play they are 
planning... Famed, fabulous invalid seems sicker than ever, notes Watts, Post. 


I Am A Camera-Empire, 11/28/51. John van Druten's adaptation and staging of the 
Christopher Isherwood Berlin stories, starring Julie Harris, caught the fancy of the 
majority of the daily reviewers. "Stunning" was the adjective most widely applied to 
Miss Harris’ portray=1l of a young German girl, while supporting cest headed by Wil- 
liem Prince end Martin Brooks shared the applause in the Macy and Stercke production. 
Hereld Tribune. Mirror, Post, World Telegram & Sun, Beagle and Newark News critics 
billed it as the first major drametic work of the season. Atkinson, Times, filled a 
"so-so" report because she thought the play was interesting, but never alive. Chap- 
man, News, called it @ minor work in ea minor key. Though most praised staging by 
ven Druten, Compiss appraiser didn't think it aided script. Garlend, Journal Ameri- 
can, ves admittedly hored because mein charocter talked too muche 


' Green Room Department ' 
' Digests of Current Reviews ' | 


The critic has no right to teke his role es = compliment to himself, Louis 
Kronenberger told “vritical in sn exclusive incveiviewe ‘ihe "Time” magazine 
reviewer Coes not believ. that malice or teueretcnss have any plece in criticism; nor 
that critics snould worry about what artists and producers are going to think avout 
their reviews. ‘the critic is far better off in the lon; run if he simply says just 
what he thinks. keacers imow the critics' individuel prejudices and act accordingly, 
he believes. Actually critics sre a necessary evil in theatre economics, because no 
sound alternctive has ever been devisede 


Kronenberger, who joined "Time" in 1953, doubts if he can better Max 3eerbohn's 
definition of a critic as a "man with brains end a temperament." In the eternal 
battle betveen critic and entertainer, he is on the side of the latter. Understand- 
ing why astors snd authors can be sore at critics, he did sugsest that both sides 
drop their battle lines efter six months. 


In addition to his magazine reviewing chores, Kronenberger is an expert on 18th 
century literatures At present he is putting his Restoration Lectures, given at 
Columbia University last semester, into book form for Knopf's. He is the editor of 
many anthologies on the period. in addition he is turning his often-optioned play 
"The International Set" into novel forme in spite of this busy writing schodule he 
finds time to teach one day per week at the newly formed Brandeis University at Wal- 
them, liass. Before joining "ime," the critic served a brief period on the editorial 
steff or “Wortune." Previously he had wide experience in the book field being m 
oditor ot both Knopf's enc Boni & Liveright. From 1940 to 1948 he was the daily 
drama reviewer of the fomed "PL" newspaper enterprise. 


The theatre's problems can't be blamed on other mediums, TV included, points out 
Kronenberger. The theatre is, and will always remain, a special social occasion in 
people's lives» But he is perturbed that in the hit and flop economic system there 
is not room enough for what he calls the "three month play.” This is a play aimed at 
the same kind of limited, intelligent audience that would buy 40,000 copies of a cer- 
tain kind of book. If there isn't room for this kind of a play, the theatre isn't 
doing its proper job. 


The most interesting, and hopeful, new development on the current theatre scene 
in Kronenberger's opinion is the popularity of the First Drama Quartette's "Don Juan 
in Hell" readings. This can show producers that theatre can be produced any place at 


a minimum of cost. Also it brings the audience appeal back to the ear, rather then 
to the eye. 


Shows that closed include To Dorothy A Son, Never Say Never, Music in the Air, 
Love and Let Love and Borscht Capades...Show of the Month Club's injunction against 
Shuberts and Top Banana denied..-»Ttheatre Guild 1950-1951 membership hits 104,981 in 
21 cities...Roderick Macarthur named to "Theatre Arts" staff...National Theatre Con- 
ference held three day meeting at Hotel Picadilly...Rose Marie out of Top Banana for 
two weeks due to illness...Gertrude Lawrence missed several performances of The King 
And I for the same reason, with Constance Carpenter subbing...Gloria Swanson, at 
Tast reports, will remain in Nina under protest...American Academy of Dramatic arts 
graduates will honor Charles Jehlinger at start of his 55th year association with 
the school...ANTA and AGVA officials meet on working agreements at future benefits. 


‘ 


' Meet the Critic = Louis Kronenberger ' : q 
' Legit stuff ' 


